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PRESS RELEASE

INTESA SANPAOLO ANNOUNCES THE ACQUISITION OF BOF, SLOVAKIA’S SIXTH MOST IMPORTANT LEASING COMPANY  

· The transaction is being arranged through the subsidiary VUB (the second largest Slovakian bank)

· The Group’s presence is further strengthened in Central-eastearn Europe and in specific product areas in the international markets   

Turin, Milan, Bratislava, 20 July 2007 – Intesa Sanpaolo communicates that its subsidiary, Vseobecna Uverova Banka (VUB, Slovakia’s second largest bank), has signed an agreement today for the acquisition of 70% of BOF Leasing A.S., Slovakia’s sixth most important leasing company. The execution of the transaction is subject to authorisations on the part of the competent Italian and Slovakian authorities.

BOF is the oldest leasing firm operating in the country, holding a market share of 6%; it is one of the few such companies not belonging to a banking group of the Slovakian market. 

The acquisition, which joins that made in 2005 of the subsidiary CHF operating in consumer credit, strengthens the commercial offer of VUB in a significant manner.

VUB operates in Slovakia through 239 branches and in the Czech Republic through the Prague branch.

The acquisition further consolidates the presence of Intesa Sanpaolo in Central-eastern Europe and is in line with the objective of the Business Plan 2007-2009 to strengthen the Group’s position in specific product areas in the international markets.

The Group takes its place among the leading banking groups in different countries of Central- eastern Europe: 

it occupies the top position in Serbia (where it operates through Banca Intesa Beograd and Panonska Banka); is second in Albania (where is operates through Banca Italo Albanese and American Bank of Albania), Croatia (where it operates through Privredna Banka Zagreb – PBZ), Slovakia (where it operates through Vseobecna Uverova Banka – VUB) and Hungary (where it operates through Central-European International – CIB and Inter Europa Bank); fifth in Bosnia-Herzegovina (where it operates through UPI Banka and LTG Banka); and seventh in Slovenia (where it operates through Banka Koper). In addition, the Group is active in Romania through Sanpaolo IMI Bank Romania; in the Russian Federation through KMB, the leading bank in the small business segment, ZAO Banca Intesa – the only Italian bank with a licence to operate in Russia – and the Moscow representative office; in the Czech Republic through the Prague representative office and in Poland through the Warsaw representative office. 

For further information contact:

Intesa Sanpaolo

Media Relations

Costanza Esclapon

Tel. +39.02.87963531

stampa@intesasanpaolo.com
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